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The Sulphur Springs Resource Center, which 
opened in March 2009, is the heart of the 
community for many residents. 

It is a safe and welcoming place that provides 
reliable information and professional training 
focused on helping residents succeed in their 
goals.

A key focus of the Resource Center is workforce 
training and development. James Cardwell, 
the career manager, said, “some people come 
in and say they need a job but what they really 
need is career development and we help 
people with both.” 

In May, 2015 the Resource Center helped 
60 residents with resume development and 
many of those residents met with the Career 
Manager. Fourteen residents were placed in 
jobs ranging from medical assistant, to hotel 
front desk associate, to assistant manager of 
a restaurant.

In a typical month, the Sulphur Springs 
Resource Center serves 400 residents and 
offers a range of services, including these and 
many more:
• Family Support Meeting, provided by  
 Devereux Kids
• Empowering Women to Reach Their Full  
 Potential, provided by Dress for Success,  
 Tampa Bay
• Non-Criminal Legal Assistance, provided by  
 Bay Area Legal Services, Inc.
•	 Money	Matters,	financial	education	classes,	 
 provided by Q Street Financial Services
• St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital Mobile Clinic  
 for children’s physicals and immunizations
• High School Equivalency Diploma Program  
 and GED testing

Residents come to the center for job training, computer 
access, legal assistance, financial education and more. 

“The most fulfilling part of the 
Resource Center is helping people 
achieve goals they thought they 
could never achieve.” 

XAVIER RUSSELL,  
Resource Center Manager
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Meet Lois…  
Lois is self-employed and uses 
the Resource Center to produce 
her	marketing	fliers	for	her	
business; she also takes classes on 
empowering women in business.

Meet Shirley…  
Shirley says, “I am a regular here. 
I use the Resource Center for 
internet research and keeping 
my paperwork in order. Plus it 
is a nice place to drop in and 
say hello.” Joining Shirley in the 
photo is Ishmaella Jones, who 
is a key associate that assists in 
maintaining the Resource Center 
and has lived in Sulphur Springs 
for 26 years. 

Sulphur Springs Resource Center 
is a Happening Place

 The major funders for the Sulphur Springs Resource Center are the United Way Suncoast  
 (see related article in this newsletter), JPMorgan Chase & Co. and the Spurlino Foundation. 
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United Way Suncoast has chosen Sulphur Springs  
as a major investment opportunity.
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In an interview, Emery Ivery, 
United Way Suncoast Tampa 
Bay President, explained that 
the United Way Suncoast did 

considerable research and evaluation to 
determine its community impact agenda. 

“We selected Sulphur Springs because it is 
a neighborhood rich in history; residents in 
the community have been involved for many 
years so there is a long term commitment 
and pride; and because the Sulphur Springs 
Elementary School (now the Sulphur Springs 
K-8 Community School) was considered to be 
a real asset,” he said.

Mr. Ivery noted that these factors plus many 
discussions with residents and community 
leaders	 influenced	 the	 decision	 to	 build	 the	
Sulphur Springs Resource Center (see related 
article in this newsletter). 

In addition to the Resource Center, United 
Way Suncoast funds other key services in 
Sulphur Springs including many of the After 
School Programs at the YMCA and activities at 
the Boys and Girls Club.

The United Way Suncoast provides a regional 
framework for community change and works 
to break the cycle of generational poverty. 
United Way Suncoast serves Hillsborough, 
Pinellas, Sarasota and DeSoto Counties and in 
2014, they raised $22.6 million for use in the 
Suncoast region. For more information, visit 
www.unitedwaysuncoast.org

The Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough 
County has launched an online resource that 
provides DAILY activities for adults to do with 
children ages birth to 6. 

ReadyRosie is FREE and has unlimited access. 
The activities are simple and take only about 
two minutes a day! 

Upon registration, you will begin receiving an 
email each weekday with an activity you can 
do at home or at school with your children.
 

There are three steps to success:
1. Register  for ReadyRosie
2. Do the Activity
3. Watch Your Child Learn and Grow

For more information, go to 
www.elchc.org/readyrosie

Online Resource Launched for 
Parents, Caregivers and Teachers
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“United Way Suncoast is 
motivated to change lives. Many 
folks are trying to turn their 
lives around and a place like the 
Sulphur Springs Resource Center 
can help give residents a new 
opportunity.” 

EMERY IVERY, 
United Way Suncoast Tampa Bay President
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United Way Suncoast participates in 2nd Annual Family 
Food Fest in Sulphur Springs.

Check Out the 
Computer Access Station… 
Many residents come to the 
Resource Center to use the 
computer access and service 
center for job searches, resume 
building, information on state 
benefits	and	other	items.

Sulphur Springs 
Resource Center:
8412 N. 12th St.,  
Tampa, FL 33604
Contact: Xavier Russell, 
manager, 
at 813-936-3064 or  
xrussell@uwsuncoast.org


