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Rebuilding Together Tampa Bay (RTTB) has 
recently announced a major new housing 
program in Sulphur Springs.  Beginning in 
summer 2016, eighteen new homes will be 
built with the goal of doing 6 houses every 6 
months. Two types of house will be provided 
to include 3 bedroom/2 bath homes with a 
garage and also some 4 bedroom homes.  
Renderings of the houses (The Alaska and The 
Bird) are shown below and all new homes will 
include the latest in energy saving features.  
New home prices are projected to range from 
$132,900 to $139,900 and a down payment 
assistance program will be available to those 
who qualify. The City of Tampa is providing 
the lots and $1 million as part of the second 
phase of the City’s Nehemiah Project.   Other 
funding will be obtained from local partners 
and foundations.  

Rebuilding Together Tampa Bay has been 
working in Sulphur Springs since 2009 and has 
improved 178 homes in Sulphur Springs for a 
$2 million investment.  

In addition to the new homes, RTTB will 
continue with its home renovation program 
and 18 renovated homes are proposed. As 
single family homes become available, the 
homes will be upgraded inside, brought up to 
code where possible, and made more safe and 
energy efficient. These homes will be made 
available to first time home buyers.

Building a Healthier Sulphur Springs (BAHSS) is 
another on-going program in Sulphur Springs 
and it focuses on the safety and environmental 
conditions of both owner and tenant occupied 
homes. The program is free of charge and 

includes The Healthy Home Kit.  Items in the 
Healthy Home Kit include smoke detector, 
carbon monoxide detector, programmable 
thermostat, sensor lights, fire extinguishers, 
water heater blanket and other items. The 
program also includes a pre and post home 
assessment, workshops and supplemental 
information. Extensive volunteers in the 
community have helped make this program 
successful. 

Rebuilding Together Tampa Bay provides 
critical home repairs, accessibility 
modifications, and energy-efficient upgrades 
for homeowners in need and primarily works 
with low-income families, veterans, the 
elderly, victims of disasters and persons with 
disabilities. The organization renovates and 
builds new homes. In Sulphur Springs, RTTB is 
funded by Allegany Franciscan Ministries, City 
of Tampa,  JPMorgan Chase &Company,  and 
many other partners.

For more information, please contact, 
Rebuilding Together Tampa Bay at 813-878-
9000 or visit the website at www.rttb.org

“I believe that Sulphur Springs 
is a neighborhood that is 
rising…it is a community 
with much pride. As we 
continue to partner with the 
City of Tampa, SSNOP, and 
the private sector, we see the 
neighborhood becoming safer 
and nicer for families to live 
and stay in Sulphur Springs. 
The residents are gaining 
trust and it feels like a true 
partnership.”

JOSE GARCIA
Executive Director, RTTB

Coming Soon: Many New and Renovated  
Affordable Homes in Sulphur Springs

The Bird

The Alaska



Conn Memorial Foundation… Investing in 
Sulphur Springs for More Than a Decade

Building a Brighter Future Together… Education. Career. Community.  
Visit our website at www.ssnop.org to learn more.

 SULPHUR SPRINGS NEIGHBORHOOD of PROMISE

neighborhood News

Conn Memorial Foundation has a proven 
track record of focusing on the educational 
achievement of children in low income 
neighborhoods.  

Since 2006, Conn Memorial Foundation 
has provided over $2 million to local service 
providers in Sulphur Springs including 
Champions for Children, Devereux Kids, 
Frameworks and the Sulphur Springs YMCA.  
Funding has also been provided for the 
Community School Director at the Sulphur 
Springs K-8 Community School.

Sheff Crowder, President of the Conn 
Memorial Foundation and Chair of the 
Sulphur Springs Neighborhood of Promise 
(SSNOP) Leadership Council, notes that the 
collaborative approach of SSNOP has been 
an asset for the community. “We have all of 
the key stakeholders at the same table…
Sulphur Springs residents, City of Tampa, 
Hillsborough County Public Schools, the 
Children’s Board of Hillsborough County, 
United Way Suncoast, other providers, and 
the many local service providers.”  

Two key SSNOP goals for the coming year 
are to expand resident involvement in the 
Sulphur Springs K-8 Community School and 
to improve economic stability in Sulphur 
Springs by increasing opportunities for 
home ownership. (See housing article in this 
newsletter).  

The Conn Memorial Foundation, 
established in 1954, has other strategic 
initiatives including  the Tampa Pre-school 
Partnership  focused on early childhood; 
targeted funding of Out of School Time; 
and nonprofit capacity building programs 
at the Nonprofit Leadership Center of 
Tampa Bay and University of Tampa. For 
more information, visit the website at  
www.connfoundation.org  

SSNOP 
Leadership 
Council members 
Brian McEwen, 
Tom Looby, 
Maria Negron, 
Sheff Crowder, 
Carolyn Riggins,  
D. Shenell Reed, 
Miray Ross 
Holmes, Curt 
McKay, Regina 
McBride-Smith

“Our initial focus was the 
educational pipeline…
building a child- centered 
educational model from 
cradle to career.  Over time 
we have learned that we 
must also address economic 
stability in the neighborhood 
and the stability of the school 
population.  If less than 50% 
of the students are enrolled in 
the same school all year and 
less than 9% for three years, 
it is very hard to achieve the 
desired academic goals.”

SHEFF CROWDER
President, Conn Memorial Foundation


