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FYI...

Curt McKay was born and raised in Tampa; has served as the Pastor 
of Abundant Life Church in Sulphur Springs for over twenty years ; and 
has been the Executive Director of Sulphur Springs Neighborhood of 
Promise since July 2014. Curt McKay can be reached at 813-297-1792.

Curt observed that for the first time there is 
a comprehensive and collaborative effort in 
Sulphur Springs that focuses on kids and their 
education. 
 
The SSNOP approach focuses on education in 
school, after school and during the summer. 
It also includes community initiatives for 
economic stability and health and safety.  
Through the extensive efforts of the many 
service providers, program specialists, and 
funders involved in the SSNOP collaboration, 
many activities are available to students to 
complement the education focus.

CALL TO ACTION FOR PARENTS
Curt McKay emphasizes, “For the program 
to really work, parents must be involved and 
engaged.”  It is really a call to action for the 
parents to take these three key actions:
1) Become highly engaged in your child’s  
 education 
2) Enroll your kids and take full advantage of  
 the programs that are provided during  
 school , after school and in the summer 
3) Set an example of Excellence for your  
 kids…point your kids in the right direction  
 and aim high

Please join us and help us succeed.

“Sulphur Springs is a community of pride and we see it every day, as we work 
together to make the community an even better place,” notes Curt McKay, 
Executive Director of the Sulphur Springs Neighborhood of Promise (SSNOP).

THERE IS SO MUCH TO BE EXCITED ABOUT IN 
SULPHUR SPRINGS… JOIN IN AND HELP US SUCCEED

“The Sulphur Springs Neighborhood of Promise 
community initiative creates an energy and a 
synergy that moves children from wherever they 
are today to a place where they are prepared for a 
successful and promising future.”

LEARN ABOUT 
HEALTHY 

HOME KITS
Houses age with time and 
in Sulphur Springs seventy 
percent of the homes were 
built prior to 1978. Rebuilding 
Together Tampa Bay (RTTB) 
has developed a program for 
older homes to make them 
healthier, safer and more 
energy efficient. For qualified 
owner and tenant-occupied 
homes, RTTB will install 
a Healthy Home Kit.  The 
Healthy Home Kit includes 
smoke detectors, air filters and 
weatherization, and will help 
address respiratory issues that 
may exist. The program also 
includes Home Maintenance 
and Fiscal Responsibility 
Educational Workshops. 

Contact Jacqueline Reddick at 
813-878-9000, ext. 3 to learn 
more about the requirements 
to qualify.

DO NOT MISS 
OUT ON THIS 

OPPORTUNITY… 
CALL NOW!

This program is funded in 
part by Allegany Franciscan 

Ministries and RTTB 
conducted a pilot program 

with volunteers from Idlewild 
Baptist Church.



THE NUMBERS ARE IMPORTANT…
PLEASE TAKE A LOOK

EDUCATION
CAREER

COMMUNITY
www.ssnop.orgBuilding a Brighter Future Together… Education. Career. Community.  

Visit our website at www.ssnop.org to learn more.

 SULPHUR SPRINGS NEIGHBORHOOD of PROMISE

SSNOP purposely measures the impact of the programs offered by the 
providers. For details of the Fall Community Report 2014-2015 see the SSNOP 
website. Some of the highlights are as follows:
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Program Attendance:  From birth to grade 12, 
a total of 724 kids participated in the various 
programs. This is a great start but there is 
much more capacity to reach even more kids.

Developmental Screening for Early 
Childhood: Champions for Children, 
with funding from the Children’s Board of 
Hillsborough County, provides an early 
childhood developmental screening with the 
Ages and Stages Questionnaire. In Sulphur 
Springs, 79% of the children 
were right on track; this is up 
from 69% last year in Sulphur 
Springs and the national 
average of 74%. Less than 
5% of the children screened 
required referral for more 
intensive interventions.  
The remaining 17% of the 
children were not quite 
on track. These families 
received specific learning 
activities to help their 
children and when they 
were re-screened two 
months later, the children were right on track an 
on their way for being ready for kindergarten.

Academic Performance in Kindergarten: In 
kindergarten at Sulphur Springs Elementary 
School, 60% of the students are On Level 
with other students; when the kids participate 
in the after school programs, the On Level 
percentage increases to 78%.

Academic Performance in 2nd Grade: In 
2nd Grade, 47% of the students are On Level 
with other students; when they participate 
in the after school programs, the On Level 
percentage increases to 63%.

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL): In 
collaboration with Frameworks, teachers at 
Sulphur Springs Elementary School assessed 
598 students from Kindergarten thru 5th 
grade on their social emotional and learning 

skills. Student scores fell 
into three categories:  
“needs” 28%, “typical 53% 
and “strength 19%. From 
these scores, customized 
programs are implemented 
to support students’ SEL 
skills. A post assessment 
will be completed in May of 
2015.

Family Support Services:  
From July thru December, 
2014, Devereux Family 
Support Services provided 

assistance to 75 families; 100% of the families 
reported lower stress according to a nationally 
recognized perceived stress test.

Jobs and Graduates: At the Sulphur Springs 
Resource Center operated by Suncoast United 
Way, 3 students received a Certificate of High 
School Equivalency and there were 84 job 
placements. This is impressive for just half a 
year from July thru December, 2014.

Janarus Siplin receiving attendance 
award for kindergarten

SHOWING-UP 
EVERY DAY 

HAS POSITIVE 
BENEFITS

Lakema Massey, YMCA Senior 
Program Director, sums up the 
benefits of daily attendance…
”The Sulphur Springs YMCA offers 
an amazing after school program, 
summer camp program and a 
wide variety of family - focused  
programmatic and community 
events.  All of our students are able 
to explore engaging education-
based activities and curriculum, 
explore new interests and develop 
new skills through a variety of 
specialty and enrichment clubs and 
enjoy the company of their peers 
in a safe supervised environment. 
The students that are attending 
the YMCA daily are academically 
outperforming the students 
who do not take advantage of 
the after school and summer 
camp program. Data indicates 
that the children who attend the 
YMCA on a consistent basis are 
making gains as demonstrated 
through standardized testing. 
We encourage all students at the 
Sulphur Springs Elementary School 
to enroll their kids in our program. 
We are here to serve you!”

Lakema Massey can be reached at 
813-924-4207.
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